INTRODUCTION
This saying from the standard Tibetan medical text, the Rgyud bzhi, was cited repeatedly to me by several senior lineage doctors in Nagchu (TAR) when asked about the particularities of medical knowledge through the transmission by lineage. It may also indicate the social importance of respect and trust invested by patients in the status of a 'lineage doctor' (sman pa rgyud pa). 2 Furthermore, the fact that the lineage doctors interviewed were senior and Bon po, and were practicing mostly inside their communities, might play a considerable role in the way they perceive themselves and were perceived by their patients in terms of transmission of, and trust in local medical knowledge and practice. 3 As Dondrup Lhagyal has pointed out, in the Bon religion "the family lineage, rather than spiritual succession from master to disciple, was considered important". 4 In this chapter, however, lineage is under-
